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TOUCHING THE 


DAMNABL 


E DESIGN 


OF THE 


PAPISTS in that KINGDOM to Forge a Sham 
Plott upon the PRESBYTERIANS: 


BEING 


The DECLARATION 
Maintaining his late EVIDENC 
who would h 


Am f uch farisfied in my Conſciom'e, that T would nor 
pur forth thete Lines to a Publick view, were it not for 
tliat others are concern'd : As for my ſelf I value not 
the Aipryſcons thut any have or can raiſe againſt me, be- 
canſe I know my own In to be a ſuthcient Te- 
ſtimony, maugre all the falſe, ſcandalous and lying Reports that 
have been hatched, or that are now contriving againſt me; 
but when I confider that my Credit ( which ought to be dear- 
er to every man than his Life ) lyeth at Stake; and thut ill 
atfected Perſons, who neither value what they Say or Act, are 
uling their ſole Endeavours to render me Ridiculous and a 
Perjured Perſon ;, and alſo Vent their malicious and reproach- 
ſul Aſperfions on guiltleſs People; I thouglit it convenient, in 
Vindication of my (elf, and thoſe 1 ſhall herein after mention, 
ro demonſtrate to the whole World the Abuſes done me, leaſt 
by a continued Silence, I might give — — Enc- 
mies to Proceed in their Villames. And now I in the 
Preſence of God, that I have No other End in the Writing 
hereof, than to Juſtific and Clear my ſelf from the injurious 
Cenſures and fabulous Diſcourſes of ſome Papiſts, who ( as [ 
am Informed) have Reported ind given out, chat whereas I 
Swore to an Information againſt one St. Lawrence a iſh 
Prieſt, which Buſineſs was Tryed at the Kings Bench Ear, 
on the 25th day of Novimbry laſt paſt, before Judge Fones, 
who at that time alone Sate Judge of the faid Court : and al- 
though my Informarion, and what I then Swore to, was, and is 
a real truth, yet the Jury found him Not Guilty ; I do not 
alledge or ſay any thing againſt the ſaid Jury, or any of them, 
for indced thoſe I knew of them, are worthy and Eminent. 
Perſons z yct no doubt my want of Councel to manage the ſaid 
Tryal on my behalf, made it appear otherwiſe than it was; 
for let the whole World Judge, whether there was not great 
advantage on St. Lare fide, when he ſtood by, never 
ſpoke one word either pro or cos, but had three or four 
Councellours all along to Plead for him, and I had no Aſſiſt- 
ance but that of my Self : Not to inſiſt any longer in this 
narure, I hear fince the ſaid Tryal, chat the abovementioned 
Papiſts have ſpread a rumour abroad, as If I had Recanted all 
my Proceedings atoreſaid, and that I {hould Confes my (elf 
ro he heartily Sorry for the fame, and that I was ſet on by 
others; nay, they preſume to confirm it by Reporting thut I 
have ſent a Petition ro his Grat Jumes Duke of Ormond, 
Lord Lieutenant General, and Genera! Governour of this 
Kingdom of Lela, (to the fame effect ) and that I ſhould 
therein Acquaint his Grace, who it was that fer me on to 
S vat againſt Sr. Lawr-nce, defiring his grace to give me a Par- 
don for to doing: all which Savings are talſe and very great un- 
truchs, for I never did Recant, nor intend any fuch thing 3 of 1 
had, I ſhould e the moſt vile Creature the Face of 
tie Exrth ; in the firſt place to Scar to a thing, and after - 
wards deny hat I had Sworn to: And as ro a Petition (eur 
by me to his Grace, it is cafily refolved wherher he did re- 
ccive any ſuch from me, or wherher he did ever receive a Fe- 
£15102 ar all in my Name : Tis true, a littie before l. is Graces 
lait going to Kilb-r1y, | did employ one to deliver hum a 
Petition, which was not at all dchvered, for I have the ſame 
ſtill by me; and whethor or n cee be the betten dur 


of WILLIAM SMITH Gent. 
E againſt St. Lawrence a Popiſh Prieſt, 


ave Suborn'd him to have Sworn the ſame. 


Sati:fyed with the Contents of it, I have here Inſerted a true 
Copy of the ſame, and can bring Credible Wirneſſes to prove 
it: the ſaid Petition is as followeth, vir, 


To bis Grace James Dus of Ormond, Lord Liantenant Ge- 
ral, and Central Governour of the Kingdom of Ireland. 


The Humble Perition of William Smith Priſoner for 
Debt in the Marſhalſey of his Majeſties four 
Courts Dublin. 


Humbly Shewerh, 
Hat your Pititioney di latily give in an Information againſt one 
St. Lawrence 4 Popith Pri:ſt, the Contints of the (aid In- 
formation ( among other things therein contained ) was, that tbe 
ſaid St. Lawrence would bat Suborned your Graces Pititiauer, 
poſttivily to Star to 4 Presbytcrian Plot, which ſaid Bi 
was on the 25th day of November ln peſt Tryrd at the Kings 
Bench-Bay, and the Fury at thiir vttars brought him in not Gila 
ty : whether the fault was in your Pitition!rs want of Council to 
manage the buſineſs in behalf of your Petitioner, be cannot ſay ;, but 
certain it ir, St. Lawrence bad at the leaf three Counſellers 
to Pltad for hin, not wit hit andiug your Graces ſaid Pititioa will 
tabs it on bis Death, that bis Ihr at againt the ſaid Priaſt, 
was, ani is really trat; bat et the above Tiyz!, ſome of the 
Pricſts Eridezce hett groſſly abifed your Petitioner, by calling him 4 
Ragit, and a Prrjuved Rogut : Not to enlarge upon the aforeſaid 
matter, be your Grares Pititioney bumbly implores, you will be plta- 
ſed to order the Marſha! of the above Marſhalſey, to bring bim be- 
fore your Grace, be having a matter of at Moment and Impor- 
tance to Impart to your Grare, it bring a thing ieh will b: S. 
tisfatfory to you, ( as be humbly conctices de, bus ſaid Requeſt 
may be Grand: 


| 


Copia Vera. And as in Duty bound he will Pray, &. 

Now TI 'refer this to any rational Perſon, if there be any 
thing of a Recantarion of whar I have done in my Froceed- 
ings againſt St. Lawrence, ( included in the above recited Pe- 
tition ; bur if the Devil has been ſo prevalent to tempt me 
to a Recancanion, (as they alledge ) I would willingly know 
to whom in ſuch manner I have declared my mind; and it 
any Perfon will juſtige ir, or whether I gave it in Writing un- 
der my Hand; if fo, tis an caſie matter to produce ir, but if 
it can be made appear, I will be content to Sutfer the Punith- 
ment juſtly due to thoſe that are guilty in the like kind 


| — real Ground to talk fo of me, they would quickly 
It apparent, I know, (6 great is their Teal to, and ſor 

cheir Father ʒ) the) oy (peak. of me a; they would 

have it ; they ate much miſtaken, Ile never Acquit the 
Guilty, and Accuſe the Innocent: I am not for their turn, 
no, nor to be allured by a plenary Indalgence, nor the hopes 
of being Sainred by them will not do; Neither am I in the 
leaſt Related to their Jewiſh Witnefles, ro Swear and For- 
ſwear the ſame again in a daycs time, or lefs : Ii, ( No Ego 
| tibs-4%0/:0, dec.) ſhall cauſe me to go from the truth : And 


Why I fay more of it, when without diſpare, had 
r 


ed of, I know nor: Hut that all Peopic may (if they p'caſe ) be | 


here by way of digrefſion, I very welt remember ſeme time 
after 


aſtet the happy Diſcovery of the Damned and Helliſh Popiſh 
Plot by Dr. Titus Oats, c. I was then held in great Eſtima- 
tion by ſeveral Papiſts in a certain place in this Kingdom, 
and one day one of their Prieſts and I being in Company to- 
gether, I told him that I much admired any Roman Catholick 
would appear as an Evidence againſt thoſe of their own Re- 
ligion : who replyed, You know not the miſtery of it, time will 
make you more ſenſible, and this at laſt will be fathered upon 
_ and his Gang, meaning the Presbyterians, . We 
had other Diſcourſes at that time, which I ſhall here omit, 
till a more apt opportunity; and the rather, ſince I intend 
nothing more by this, but only to give a general Satisfaction, 
that I Swore nothing againſt the ſaid St. Lawrence but hat 
was truth, and from which I will never Recede : For I had 
rather Periſh ( nay worſe if any thing can be) for rruths ſake, 
than by denying it obtain innumerable Riches : For what ſhall 
it profit a man to gain the whole World aud loſe his own Soul ? Ard 
although the Papiſts are pleaſed difingenionſly, as alſo diſho- 
neſtly to ſlander and reproach me, yet do I rake but little no- 
tice of them, becauſe if, we do but look back into their Acti- 
ons, tis eaſily diſcovered how many Tricks and Contrivances 
they have both Studied and Practiſed, and to no other end, in- 
tent or purpoſe, than to diſparage and make Invalid real Evi- 
dence, that ſo they might obſcure from being made known 
their Notorious, Inhumane and Helliſh deſigns : for certain it is, 
thoſe that Act any thing in Defence of his Majeſty, or preſcr- 
vation of the Proteſtant Religion, or to detect their black De- 
ſigns, are either brought upon the Stage, and Witneſſes Sub- 
orned to Swear againſt them, that they Conſpired the Death of 
the King, and ro introduce an Arbltrary Government, &. Or 
elſe they are Barbarouſly Murder d, as was that Worthy and 
late Engliſh Martyr Sir E4mondbury Godfrey, who for all the 
Pretenſ:ons they have made uſe of to blind the Eyes of the 
vulgar ſort, by ſaying he was acceſſary to his own Death, by 
running a Rapier through his Body; yet was his Life undoubr- 
edly taken away by thoſe bloody Miicreants : For thoſe that 
are ſo Impious to he culpable of ſuch Contrivances, will be ſo 
cunning as to Study ſome Shift cr Equivocdtion to evade it, 
if their Villanies ſhould come to be called in queſtion, yer let 
them uſe all their Shifts, Sham-plors, Subornations, and hke- 
wiſe Imploy all the help and Subtilty of their Craſty and King. 
killing Jeſuits, to put the burthen and weight of their Diabolical 
Confederacies upon the poor Proteſtants; I ſay notwithſtanding 
all thoſe devices, the Omnipotent God is ſo juſt, that in due 
time he will unmask all their Proceedings, and Paint them 
an. cir Rogueries out in their own Colours: in the interim 
let us content our ſelves with this ordinary Gramatical ſaying, 
Nvi-quid ſub Tirra oft in Apricum proferet Etas : "Tis ſtrange 
to think what Aſſurances theſe Caterpillars of the Earth 2 
poſed to themſelves for the Extirpation of the Proteſtant, 
and Reeſtabliſhmenr of their bloody Romiſh Religion: and al- 
beit ſo many of their Fathers have Suffered by the hands of 
publick Juſtice, the juſt rewards of their Demerits ; yet how 
— do they endeavour to wipe off their too too deep 
dyed Guiltineſs, by Proclaiming it a Presbyterian Plot, and 
that the Diſlenters of the Church of England were diſſariched 
with the Kingly Government, and their old Rebelliou tricks of 
raiſing a Civil War was beginning again. To that I anſwer, If 
it were ſo, they Condemn the graveſt Senators that ever were, 
and upbraid them with Injuſtice; I mean the and 
Judicious Judges cc. of England; for had there been no Po- 
piſh Plot, Coleman, Langborn, Whittbread and the reſt, would 
not have taken their laſt Farewells at burn for it: But ſome 
Sumple Ignorant People will object, that ſuch Learned men as 
they, would not have wrong d their poor Souls juſt at their 
going our of the World, by Proteſting themſelves as free as 
tune Child newly born, from thoſe Crimes they died for, if 
they knew any thing to the contrary : To ſuch Objections I 
ſay thus, that not long ſince my (elf and a worthy Gentleman 
who dyed very lately, being rogether in Company with a Po- 
piſh Pricſt, and diſcourſing this point of thoſe that dyed in 
England, (which I juſt now mentioned) without a n 
acknowledgment of the Crimes they died for, the ſaid Prieſt 
told us, that juſt before their Executions, they Conſeſs all and 
every thing to ſome Father Conſeſſor or other, who immedi 
ately Abſolves them from all their Sins whatſoever, and gives 
them power to deny all in publick at their ſaid Executions: 
CG Prieſt that told me this, was one Vicar Mac tam, and the 

entleman then in my Company Dr. Wyat ) and for ſo doing 
they are aſſured ro be Cannonized for Sainrs, and Recorded as 
Martyrs in their black Regiſters at Rome. I preſume Perſons 
of Loyal and honeſt principles, well wiſhers of his Sacred Ma- 
jeſty and the Proteſtant Religion, needs not require much 
time to underſtand and dive iuto the myſtery of their Endea- 


| 


vouring to throw off the Mee Plot upon the Presbyterione, 
as is aforclaid, by reaſon tis ſo near of Kind to the uſual and 
Accuſtomed pollicics of choſe ſort of Cattle ( I mean the int- 
mous famous ſeſuits) who aim at nothing ſo much, as to breed 
a Diſſention xt our Dread Soveraign and his Subje*s, 
( which God grant never may be) that they may like Wolves 
appear in Shceps Cloathing, and inwardly Smile at cur Mic 
fortunes, and on a ſudden Strike home that blow they have 
ſo long deſired, nay, endeavoured to Accompliſh; bur I Co 
not doubt, at leaſt I hope, that the People of ENU are 
ſo firmly grounded in their Loyaky and Oedt ce to tie 
moſt Gracious King, and alſo fo ſenſible of the Miferics rl: 

attended them in the late unhappy and untatural diflercn 

ces, that they will Sacrifice their Lives and Fortunes in the 
Defence and Right of his moſt Sacred Perion, againſt ail Ke 

bellions and Plots whatſoever. I ſuppoſe I need not fav ary - 
more at preſent concerning the Tnveteracy of rhe Papiſts in ge- 
neral againſt the Proteſtans, it being well known in rhe (+ 
Times; yet I thought it neccſlary to Infert this, that by rea- 
ſon of Dean Burges's coming to viſit me, and confirm me in 
the Proteſtant Religion, they have been plcaſed ſince ty fay, 
that he was ſomething too buſie with me about St. Lawrence's 
Buſineſs, and that they bclieved he much Encouraged me in 
it: To ſuch Reports I anſwer as followerh, viz, The fad 
Dean Burg's never came to me but he Diiccur.ed much to 
the enſuing purpoſe, That if the Information given in by me 
againſt St. Lawrence were true, in the Name of Go4 I ſhou'd 
go on with itz on the contrary ſaid he, if it be a thing of your 
own deviſing, Confcfs it humbly before God, and ask him 
Forgiveneſs, (perhaps he may Forgive you ;) it it be a falie 
thing, you ll de a miſerable Creature; and oſtentimes he 
ſaid, As he would not Encourage me in an unjuſt Acuon, 
ſo would he not Diſcourage me in a Juſt; however mind, you- 
have a Soul which muſt once render an Account to God for 
all your Actions both good and bad: And how far the fame 
Dean was from ſetting me on to form my Information againſt 
St. Lawrence, let the Reader judge: for I rake God ro Wuneße, 
he knew nochihg of it, till after the ſaid Pricſt was in Cutto- 
dy; and iſ I am not much miſtaken, he was at that time in 
the Countrey, (where his Benefits lyes. ) Another thing of 
the aforeſaid Dean comes afreſh into my Memory, vi. He 
told me ſeveral times before he Adminiſtred the Bleſſed Su- 
crament of the Lords Supper to me, that it was better for me 
to Eat and Drink ſo much Poyſon, if I had Injured St. Lau- 
rence, and ſhould come to the Table with ſuch Cuilt upon 
my Conſcience, In the next place rheſe Papiſts declare, that 
what I did, was to get my rgement, and that I was hi- 
red to it by the Presbyterians, which is like the reſt of their 
Aſperiions ; for God, who knows the Secrets of all Hearts, 
and before whom I muſt one day give an Account, well 
knows that I neither did it in hopes of a Liberty, or any other 
temporal Reward, nor was I ſet on, adviſed to ir, or had the 
leaſt Eucouragement from any Soul breathing, but that it was 
my free and voluntary Act, and that I had no other end in 
doing of it, than to diſcharge a good Conſcience, and that I 
may be the better underſtood, i beſcech God that I may ne- 
ver enter into the Kingdom ot Heaven, nor to enjoy Everlaſt- 
ing Bliſs, if evcr I ſaw Mr. Hahn or Mr. Fab the Perſons 
that St. Lawrence would have Suborned me to Swear againſt, 
from the time of my Crearion to this very day, to the beſt of 
my knowledge: neither did I ever ſo much as receive a Let- 
ter from them, or either of them. I further hereby Certiſie 
and Declare, that I know nothing of any Plor, Contrivance 
or Deſign againſt our moſt Gracious King, or the Government 
either in Church or State, but that of the Papiſts, whoſe de- 
viliſh treacherous and bloody Stratagems, I humbly beſecch 
that God in his due time will Convert to their own Deſtruct- 
ons. Should I write ten times as much more. as 1s contained 
in this Paper, it would all be tending to one and the (ame 
Effect: therefore I ſhall cosclude; but firſt humbly Pray the 
Almighty to ſend length of Dayes, Health, Wealth and Pro- 
ſperity to our Soveraign Lord King Cha7/es, Kc. And in Teth- 
mony of the truth hereof, I have hereumo ter my Hand this 
14" day of February, Anno Don. 1681, 


Witneſs, 


George Harriſon, 
Wilktam Boſwell, 
William Stuart, 
Nathaniel Dancer, 
Quintin Moore. 
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